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It is the policy of Clarke and Severn Electronics to provide goods 
and services within a socially responsible, environmentally sound 
and – as far as possible – sustainable framework. 
 
To ensure this is achieved consistently and efficiently, we undertake a number of practical and policy 
based measures aimed at reducing our ecological footprint and ‘giving back’ to our community. 
 
RoHS (Restriction on the use of Hazardous Substances) Compliance 
 

While RoHS compliance is not yet required under Australian law, Clarke & 
Severn Electronics is nevertheless attempting to ensure compliance throughout 
the majority of our product lines, in order to maintain internationally 
competitive products and services for our customers. Many of our supplier’s 
product ranges are being enhanced to include RoHS Compliant variants, and 
others are being identified as already RoHS Compliant. Products which are 
currently remaining RoHS non-compliant are mainly those used by our 
customers who would remain exempt from the European RoHS directive anyway 
(such as medical equipment manufacturers). These products will be maintained 
where possible although this varies from supplier to supplier. 

 
RoHS Compliance is assured on ranges where there is no lead in the plating (100% tin or gold as 
termination finishes) and/or in other manufacturing processes. 
 
We are aware that lead-free soldering temperatures are higher than those expected from leaded solder 
processes. Any products destined for a soldering application are therefore being offered in high 
temperature alternatives in respect to plastic moldings wherever possible by our suppliers. 
 
RoHS Part Numbering 
 
Each one of our suppliers has a different method of identifying RoHS products such as changing part 
numbers or use of lables/stickers and in some cases the part number will not change as the product 
has always been RoHS Compliant. Clarke & Severn Electronics will therefore follow the same 
identification methods as it’s suppliers, just as we use the same part numbers as they do to ensure a 
uniform flow from catalogue to data sheet to component part, the part number will be the main 
identification for each part.    
 
Energy and Water 
 
Clarke and Severn’s policy is to constantly aim to reduce and mitigate it’s water and energy 
consumption as far as practicable for the benefit of both our local and global community and the 
environment. We implement this policy through staff awareness and training as well as a range of 
practical measures: 

• We buy 100% government accredited green power for our office and 
warehouse, which comes solely from renewable energy (currently wind 
power generated in Victoria) – this saves an average of 39 tonnes (CO2 
equivalent) of greenhouse gases from being released into the atmosphere 
every year. 

• We have installed water saving fittings in bathrooms throughout our office building 
• Where possible, we purchase “Energy Star®” labelled appliances and make use of their features 
• Staff training has been undertaken to ensure lights, appliances and other energy consuming 

devices are always turned off when they are not required 
• Shipments from our international and Australian suppliers are consolidated wherever possible to 

reduce emissions created by importing and transporting our products. 
• With a vision to always improving our energy and water usage, we are investigating new ways to 

reduce power and water consumption, such as mitigating company transport emissions and in the 
longer term installing water tanks and/or renewable energy systems on site.  

 
 
 



Packing, Paper and Waste 
 
As an importer and distributor, Clarke and Severn ships and handles a large volume of goods and 
documents. We aim to always follow the principle of “reduce, reuse, recycle” in all facets of packing, 
paper usage and waste disposal. Practical measures in place to ensure this is carried out are: 

• We reuse all packing material and most packaging material received into our warehouse from our 
suppliers. 

• When we need to purchase packing materials, we buy only 100% biodegradable, potato or wheat 
starch based fill, which is an annually renewable resource. 

• We save paper by printing duplex when possible, print on the reverse of paper printed on only one 
side, and any further paper is reused as note pads. 

• Our office waste is collected and taken to a sorting centre where it is hand sorted for recycleable 
materials. 

• Food waste is composted by staff when possible. 
• We are also working with our suppliers around the world to secure better environmental outcomes 

upstream, in terms of resource usage, waste and emissions. 
 
Dangerous Chemicals 
 
The key area in which Clarke and Severn can help to reduce dangerous chemicals being released into 
our environment is through RoHS compliance (see above). Also, we choose environmentally friendly, 
totally natural cleaning products for our office environment – such as eucalyptus oil and vinegar. If 
necessary, we also employ eco-friendly pest control methods, making the workplace safer for staff. 
 
Charitable Donations 
 
Clarke and Severn has donated to a number of charities over the years. Most notably, before the 
Christmas holiday each year, instead of sending christmas cards to each of our customers, we save 
paper and resources and send a Christmas email message – the money saved by doing this is then 
donated to a charity. 
 
Charities supported this year: 
 

Anglicare - www.anglicare.org.au  
Providing care and support to those struggling with poverty, disability, 
illness and despair. 
 
Careflight – Magic Mania Event – www.magicmania.com.au  
An annual event for special needs and disadvantaged children with 
funds raised going toward operating emergency rescue helicopters, 
medical retrieval services and supporting specialist doctors. 
 
 

 
We hope that you found the information in this document useful and informative. 


